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Kangaroo Island Catholic Community
(Part of the Fleurieu and Kangaroo Island Cluster of Catholic Parishes)

FIRST READING
Wisdom 7:7-11
I prayed, and understanding was 
given me; I entreated, and the spirit 
of Wisdom came to me.
I esteemed her more than sceptres 
and thrones; compared with her, I 
held riches as nothing.
I reckoned no priceless stone to be 
her peer, or compared with her, all 
gold is a pinch of sand, and beside 
her silver ranks as mud.
I loved her more than health or 
beauty, preferred her to the light, 
since her radiance never sleeps.
In her company all good things 
came to me, at her hands riches not 
to be numbered.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps 89:12-17
Fill us with your love, O Lord,
and we will sing for joy!

SECOND READING
Hebrews 4:12-13   
The word of God is something 
alive and active: it cuts like any 
double-edged sword but more 
finely: it can slip through the 
place where the soul is divided 
from the spirit, or joints from the 
marrow; it can judge the secret 
emotions and thoughts. No created 
thing can hide from him; 
everything is uncovered and open 
to the eyes of the one to whom we 
must give account of ourselves.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Mt 5:3
Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy the poor in spirit; 
the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
Alleluia!

GOSPEL
Mark 10:17-30
Jesus was setting out on a journey 
when a man ran up, knelt before him 
and put this question to him, ‘Good 
master, what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Why 
do you call me good? No one is 

good but God alone. You know the 
commandments: You must not kill; 
You must not commit adultery; You 
must not steal; You must not bring 
false witness; You must not defraud; 
Honour your father and mother.’ And 
he said to him, ‘Master, I have kept 
all these from my earliest days.’ 
Jesus looked steadily at him and 
loved him, and he said, ‘There is one 
thing you lack. Go and sell 
everything you own and give the 
money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me.’ But his face fell at these 
words and he went away sad, for he 
was a man of great wealth.
  
Jesus looked round and said to his 
disciples, ‘How hard it is for those 
who have riches to enter the 
kingdom of God!’

Welcome to 
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KANGAROO ISLAND
CATHOLIC PARISH
Parish House: 22 Giles Street, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Phone: 8553 2132
Postal address: PO Box 749, 
KINGSCOTE, SA 5223
Email: cphkings@adam.com.au
Web: www.kicatholic.org.au

NOARLUNGA DOWNS 
CATHOLIC PRESBYTERY
Phone: 8382 1717

PARISH TEAM CONTACTS
PARISH PRIEST
Fr Josy Sebastian (8382 1717; 
in  emergency - 0452 524 169)
Fr Roy John (8382 1717)

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131)

PARISH NEWSLETTER 
Mr Peter Clark (8559 5131, 
paclark@muckra.com.au)

(All items for the newsletter must be 
received no later than Tuesday 
evening.)

MASS CENTRES 
• KINGSCOTE: Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help, Cnr Giles/Todd Sts 
Sunday - 9.30am

• PARNDANA: Uniting Church, 
Cook Street 
2nd Sunday - 2.30pm

• PENNESHAW: St Columba’s 
Anglican Church, Cnr North 
Terrace and Fourth Street 
1st Sunday - 1.30pm

SPONSORSHIP
KANGAROO ISLAND 
TRANSFERS (0427 887 575) 
generously donate transport for our 
visiting Priests.

CHILD PROTECTION
Child Protection Unit 8210 8159
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   PARISH NOTICES    
Thank you to Father Roy for celebrating Mass with us 
today. 
Next week Father Sam will be here. 

The	  Wisdom	  Pyramid,	  by	  Brett	  McCracken.	  

One	  thing	  you'll	  notice	  about	  this	  wisdom	  pyramid	  is	  
that	  it	  goes	  from	  the	  most	  enduring	  up	  to	  the	  most	  
fleeting.	  God	  is	  eternal,	  so	  he	  should	  be	  the	  base	  of	  
wisdom.	  The	  church	  has	  been	  around	  for	  2,000	  years	  
and	  will	  outlive	  the	  universe.	  Nature	  and	  beauty	  have	  
been	  around	  and	  will	  be	  for	  a	  long	  time.	  Books	  are	  
more	  of	  a	  recent	  invention	  in	  history,	  but	  many	  of	  them	  
have	  lasted	  for	  centuries.	  The	  Internet	  and	  social	  
media?	  Well	  they	  are	  fickle	  things,	  changing	  everyday.	  

So	  orient	  your	  knowledge	  diet	  around	  the	  things	  are	  
endure.	  This	  will	  help	  you	  find	  wisdom	  and	  joy	  in	  
a	  fake	  news,	  post-‐truth,	  alternative	  facts	  world.	  

 
First Collection Renewal 2018  
During the month of October 
The Clergy Care Council is seeking the support of all 
parishes in the promotion of the First Collection 
Renewal during the month of October. The aim of 
the promotion is to raise awareness of the 
importance of the First Collection and the need to 
increase our contribution. 
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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

Frank Berden, Mary Bowery, Terrence Browne, Gwen 
Caldicott, Audrey Carslake, Peg Dow, Thomas Drane, 
Christopher Glynn, Loretta Hartley, Catherine Hughes, 
Patrick Hughes, Pearl Malycha, Elvie Meaney, Dean 
Larcombe, Julia Martienses, Eeileen Morris, Fr. Frank 
Perry, Reginald Pahl, Maise Rooney, Vera Shannon, 
James Smith and all the faithful departed. 

 

 

  

 

Prayers for the Sick 
Please pray for Leonie Bald, Brooke Baker & 
Family, Sam Baynes,  Annemeike Berden, 
Marj and Jimmy Browne, Jill Buist, Denice 
Carter, Steven Childs, Joella Davidson, Barry 
Dunn, Katerina Faist, Lloyd & Aileen Dodson 
& family, Jenny Fechner, Diane Florance, 
Emma Fulwood, Roy Gaton, Charles & Sue 
Gorman,Hans Hendrix, John Lavers, Elijah & 
Magenta Laundy and family, Keith Lockett, 
Victor Marshal, Ben Martin, Philip McDonald, 
Peter Murray, Max Moss, Deidre Morrison, 
Mick Muller, Carmel Northcott, Fr Pat 
O’Keeffe, Rocco Nield, Jack Pitcher, Anthony 
Roestenburg, Bill Roestenburg, Josephine 
Sexton, Claudine Shelton, Darren Smith, 
Peter Smith, Linda Tippett, Noelene Thomas, 
Greg Turner, Patrick Walsh, Sr Margaret 
Wallace, Anthony Weatherstone, Rob 
Wilkinson and Gavin Willson, Andy Wood. 

  May they know the healing love of Christ 
through our actions and His healing presence. 

            ***************** 

 

Live well, live wisely, live humbly, as 
James tells us. Our lives are always a 
more compelling witness than our 
words. 

 D 
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SUICIDE AND THE SOUL
More than fifty years ago, James 
Hillman wrote a book entitled, 
Suicide and the Soul. The book was 
intended for therapists and he knew 
it wouldn’t receive an easy reception 
there or elsewhere. There were 
reasons.  He frankly admitted that 
some of the things he proposed in 
the book would “go against all 
common sense, all medical practice, 
and rationality itself.” But, as the 
title makes clear, he was speaking 
about suicide and in trying to 
understand suicide, isn’t that exactly 
the case? Doesn’t it go against all 
common sense, all medical practice, 
and rationality itself? And that’s his 
point.

In some cases, suicide can be the 
result of a biochemical imbalance or 
some genetic predisposition that 
militates against life. That’s 
unfortunate and tragic, but it’s 
understandable enough. That kind of 
sickness goes against common sense, 
medical practice, and rationality.  
Suicide can also result from a 
catastrophic emotional breakdown or 
from a trauma so powerful that it 
cannot be integrated and simply 
breaks apart a person’s psyche so 
that death, as sleep, as an escape, 
becomes an overwhelming 
temptation. Here too, even though 
common sense, medical practice, 
and rationality are befuddled, we 
have some grasp of why this suicide 
happened.

But there are suicides that are not the 
result of a biochemical imbalance, a 
genetic predisposition, a catastrophic 
emotional distress, or an 
overpowering trauma. How are these 
to be explained?

Hillman, whose writing through 
more than fifty years have been a 
public plea for the human soul, 
makes this claim: The soul can make 
claims that go against the body and 
against our physical wellbeing, and 
suicide is often that, the soul making 

its own claims. What a stunning 
insight! Our souls and our bodies do 
not always want the same things and 
are sometimes so much at odds with 
each other that death can be the 
result.

In the tension between soul and 
body, the body’s needs and impulses 
are more easily seen, understood, 
and attended to. The body normally 
gets what it wants or at least clearly 
knows what it wants and why it is 
frustrated.  The soul? Well, its needs 
are so complex that they are hard to 
see and understand, not alone 
attended to.  As Pascal so famously 
put it: “The heart has it reasons of 
which reason knows nothing.” That 
is virtually synonymous with what 
Hillman is saying. Our rational 
understanding often stands 
bewildered before some inchoate 
need inside us.

That inchoate need is our soul 
speaking, but it is not easy to pick up 
exactly what it is asking of us. 
Mostly we feel our soul’s voice as a 
dis-ease, a restlessness, a distress we 
cannot exactly sort out, and as an 
internal pressure that sometimes asks 
of us something directly in conflict 
with what the rest of us wants. We 
are, in huge part, a mystery to 
ourselves.

Sometimes the claims of the soul 
that go against our physical 
wellbeing are not so dramatic as to 
demand suicide but in them, we can 
still clearly see what Hillman is 
asserting. We see this, for example, 
in the phenomenon where a person 
in severe emotional distress begins 
to cut herself on her arms or on other 
parts of her body.  The cuts are not 
intended to end life; they are 
intended only to cause pain and 
blood. Why?  The person cutting 
herself mostly cannot explain 
rationally why she is doing this (or, 
at least, she cannot explain how this 
pain and this blood-letting will in 

any way lessen or fix her emotional 
distress). All she knows is that she is 
hurting at a place she cannot get at 
and by hurting herself at a place she 
can get at, she can deal with a pain 
that she cannot get to. Hillman’s 
principle is on display here:  The 
soul can, and does, make claims that 
can go against our physical well-
being. It has its reasons.

For Hillman, this is the “root 
metaphor” for how a therapist should 
approach the understanding of 
suicide. It can also be a valuable 
metaphor for all us who are not 
therapists but who have to struggle 
to digest the death of a loved one 
who dies by suicide.

Moreover this is also a metaphor that  
can be helpful in understanding each 
other and understanding ourselves. 
The soul sometimes makes claims 
that go directly against our health 
and well-being. In my pastoral work 
and sometimes simply being with a 
friend who is hurting, I sometimes 
find myself standing helplessly 
before someone who is hell-bent on 
some behavior that goes against his 
or her own well-being and which 
makes no rational sense whatsoever. 
Rational argument and common 
sense are useless. He’s simply going 
to do this to his own destruction.  
Why? The soul has its reasons. All of 
us, perhaps in less dramatic ways, 
experience this in our own lives. 
Sometimes we do things that hurt 
our physical health and well-being 
and go against all common sense and 
rationality.  Our souls too have their 
reasons.

And suicide too has its reasons.

You can read, or download, Ron 
Rolheiser’s weekly columns from his 
website at: www.ronrolheiser.com
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Ron Rolheiser column
Ronald Rolheiser, a Roman Catholic priest and member of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, is president of the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He is a community-builder, lecturer and writer. His books are popular throughout the 
English-speaking world and his weekly column is carried by more than sixty 
newspapers worldwide.
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 The disciples were astounded by 
these words, but Jesus insisted, ‘My 
children,’ he said to them ‘how hard 
it is to enter the kingdom of God! It 
is easier for a camel to pass through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God.’ 
They were more astonished than 
ever. ‘In that case’ they said to one 
another ‘who can be saved?’ Jesus 
gazed at them. ‘For men’ he said ‘it 
is impossible, but not for God: 
because everything is possible for 
God.’

Peter took this up. ‘What about us?’ 
he asked him. ‘We have left 
everything and followed you.’ Jesus 
said, ‘I tell you solemnly, there is no 
one who has left house, brothers, 
sisters, father, children or land for 
my sake and for the sake of the 
gospel who will not be repaid a 
hundred times over, houses, 
brothers, sisters, mothers, children 
and land - not without persecutions - 
now in this present time and, in the 
world to come, eternal life.’

DID YOU KNOW?
• In today’s text, Jesus is quoting 

from the Book of Genesis (Gen 
2:24), citing the second and 
earliest of the creation stories 
contained in the first two chapters 
of that Book. 

• Orthodox Jews believe that Moses 
was the author of the first five 
books of the Old Testament, 
known as the Pentateuch or the 
Torah, which means Law. Thus the 
designation of ‘the Law of Moses’.

• In the New Testament world both a 
husband and a wife could initiate 
divorce but only for the gravest of 
reasons. This differs from the 
biblical Israelites who had no law 
which allowed a woman to initiate 
divorce. 

• This is one of the few gospel texts 
in which Jesus offers a direct 
teaching in opposition to that of 
Judaism at his time. 

(Continued from page 1)REGULAR MASS TIMES IN
OUR CLUSTER CHURCHES

ALDINGA 
Mary of Galilee, the First Disciple 

cnr Quinliven and How Roads
Saturday 5.30pm
Tuesday 9.15am 

GOOLWA
St John the Apostle, 10-14 Gardiner St

Sunday 9.00am
Wednesday 9.30am

KINGSCOTE 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 
cnr Todd and Giles Streets

Sunday 9.30am

NOARLUNGA
St Luke, the Evangelist, 

cnr Honeypot Rd and Goldsmith Dve
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am

1st Sunday 11am (Spanish Mass)
2nd Sunday 2.00pm (Filipino Mass) 

Sunday (Youth Mass) 5.30pm
Monday 9.00am
Tuesday 9.00am  

Wednesday 7.30pm
Thursday 8.15am (St Luke’s)

Thursday 9.15am (St John’s - term time)
Friday 10.00am

NORMANVILLE
St Peter, Cape Jervis Road

1st, 3rd, 5th Sundays 10.30am
2nd, 4th Sundays 8.30am

1st Friday 6.00pm

PARNDANA
2nd Sunday 2.30pm

PENNESHAW
St Columba, North Terrace 

(shared with Anglicans)
1st Sunday 1.30pm

SEAFORD
Seaford Ecumenical Mission, 

Grand Bvd
Sunday 10.45am

Wednesday 9.15am

VICTOR HARBOR
St Joan of Arc, 30 Seaview Road

Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 11.00am
Tuesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday (other than 1st) 9.00am
1st Friday 11.30am

WILLUNGA
St Joseph, 12 St Judes Street
1st, 3rd, 5th  Sundays 8.30am

2nd, 4th Sundays 10.30am
Wednesday 9.00am
Thursday 9.00am

Friday 9.00am

EXPLORING THE WORD 
The major themes which have 
emerged from the gospel readings 
over the past few weeks are those of 
‘being receptive’ and ‘being of 
service’. One crucial human situation 
where both of these attitudes are vital 
is in the marriage relationship. At the 
time of Jesus, divorce was allowed 
under the Law of Moses (the Torah) 
but there were divided opinions. One 
school of thought held that divorce 
was only to be sanctioned in the case 
of the most serious moral 
misdemeanours on the part of the 
woman. Another held that any reason 
was good enough for a man to send 
away his wife. Jesus cuts through the 
legal arguments and goes back to the 
original plan of God as revealed at 
creation. One aspect of Jesus’ answer 
which must have been surprising to 
his hearers is that he treats men and 
women as equals. They are drawn to 
become one flesh and if either breaks 
this bond they are equally guilty. In 
an important sense, Jesus’ prohibition 
on divorce can also be seen as a 
protection for women. At a time 
when the status of women was 
bestowed by their husband or their 
male offspring, a divorced woman 
was at the mercy of society. Jesus’ 
understanding of marriage flows not 
from legality or social convention but  
from the intrinsic nature of man and 
woman and their role in God’s plan.  

 
THIS WEEK’S READINGS

(October 15 - 21)
• Monday, 08: St Teresa of Jesus 

(Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31- 5:1; Lk 
11:29-32)

• Tuesday, 09: Weekday, Ord Time 
28 (Gal 5:1-6; Lk 11:37-41)

• Wednesday, 10: St Ignatius of 
Antioch (Gal 5:18-25; Lk 11:42-46)

• Thursday, 11: St Luke (2 Tim 
4:10-17; Lk 10:1-9)

• Friday, 12: Weekday, Ord Time 28 
(Eph 1:11-14; Lk 12:1-7)

• Saturday, 13: Weekday, Ord Time 
28 (Eph 1:15-23; Lk 12:8-12)

• Sunday 14: 29th SUNDAY in 
ORDINARY TIME (Is 53:10-11; 
Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45)

PASTORAL CARE
If you (or someone you know) is house-bound, in hospital or in residential care and 

would appreciate a visit from a Priest or someone from the Parish, please let us know. 
Contact: Noarlunga/Seaford (8382 1717), Willunga (0488 287 552), 

Victor Harbor/Goolwa (8552 1084), Kangaroo Island (0418 819 078).
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